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Art and soul

Works by American painter Julian
Schnabel — who has been a guest — can
be discovered here, as can those of Swiss
photographer Albert Steiner and German
conceptual artist Karin Sander. Artist
Philipp Keel and designer Nathalie du
Pasquier (a founder of the Memphis
Group) are also friends of the house.

The Upper Engadine village of S-chanf sits at a height of
1,660 metres and is close to the Swiss National Park. It
is also known in art circles. Ladina Florineth, the owner
of the Villa Flor, has made sure of that. In 2009 she and
architect Christian Klainguti took on the classicist
patrician house from 1904 and revived it. “We had the
art nouveau paintings extensively restored, saved the
pine wall and ceiling panelling and polished the 100-year-
old stoves,” says Florineth. She turned the seven rooms
into delightful retreats using family heirlooms, flea-market
finds and mid-century design classics. All are adorned with
artworks and serve as a gallery for the hostess’s collection.
villaflor.ch
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The Piz Linard — named after the highest peak of the
Silvretta, which is not far from Lavin — has stood since
1871. Hans Schmid, the former head of the St Gallen
cultural office, revived the palazzo-like, pink-washed
building in 2007, transforming it into what it is today:

a hotel with 20 very different rooms and a restaurant
celebrated for its regional cuisine with an Italian touch.
Despite the village’s remoteness, there is plenty on offer,
including visiting the hotel’s own Biblioteca Linard and
the regular jazz and classical concerts in the arvensaal.
A walk around the grounds and in the hills is also
recommended on spring days and summer evenings.
ottomesi.ch

In the village of Radons, this beautifully reimagined
wooden lodge stands out. At the heart of Berghuus is
Ustereia, a historic restaurant where owner and chef
Fadri Arpagaus produces a dining experience grounded
in place and memory. He serves mountain dishes enriched
with global influences, raises his own specially bred cows
and crafts herbal teas from edelweiss and other Alpine
flowers. The lodge formerly belonged to a family friend
and Arpagaus spent some of his childhood summers here.
“I always longed to return and give back to this region,”
he says. He bought the property in 2019, transforming it
with the help of local craftsmen and materials.
berghuus.ch
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